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Allocation  of  I^iel  Oil  to  Food  Plants  Under 
Petrole-qjn  Listriliution  Order  I'io.  5 

Fetrcle-jEi  Distrioution  Order  I'^o.  3,  issued  "by  the  Petroleum 
Administrator  for  War,  is  iDeing  atoinistered  .jointly  with  the  V/ar 
Production  Boa^d  out  of  the  New  York  City  office  of  that  a.gency, 
at  the  Chanin  Building, 

Petrole-jra  Distribution  Order  I'-o,  3  restricts  the  use  of  fuel 
oil  to  heating:  and  hot  water  piirposes,  but  provides  that  industrial 
users  nay  ao  :ily  for  additional  c^uantitS-Ss  of  fuel  oil  if  the  opera- 
tion is  listed  -jnder  Schedule  A.  "  ■ 

Schedule  A  lists  various  types  of  industries  v/hich  are  eligible 
for  additional  qvAntities  of  fuel  oil;  and  Section  2.00  provides 
that  food  industries  shall  be  so  eligible,  the  industry  being  da- 
fined  as  "Facilities  for  Agricultural,  Conraercial ,  and  Industrial 
Food  Production,  Food  Processing,  and  Food  Preservation,  Fxcept 
Restaurants,  Hotels,  and  Retail  Stores", 

We  have  assigned  Mr.  Harry  S.  3eardsv/orth  in  the  office  of 
the  Regional  Administrator  to  v/ork  with  the  War  Production  Board 
and  Potrole-jia  Ad-iinistrator  for  V.^ar  representatives  in  handling 
appeals  for  additional  fi.iel  oil  from  food  plants.  All  Branches 
have  been  requested  to  designate  a  representative  with  whom  Mr. 
Beardsv/orth  i:iay  conraur.icate  on  special  problems  involving  the 
.jurisdiction  of  a  particular  Branch, 


While  it  is  obviously  irroossible  to  establish  detailed  rules 
and  re^-olations  cn  this  matter,  all  Food  Distribution  AdTninistra- 
tion  reoresentatives  should  be  guided  by  the  ^jnderstanding  that 
it  is  not  the  purpose  of  the  Food  Distribution  Administration 
to  insist  on  additional  quantities  of  fuel  oil  except  for  essential 
food  purposes. 

As  a  general  nole ,  items  such  as  potato  chips,  fancy  candies, 
and  other  lux-ory  foods  such  as  hors  d'  oeuvre,  etc.  are  not  to  be 
apT3roved  for  additional  quantities  of  fuel  oil. 

It  is  apparent  that  under  circumstances  v;here  additional 
necessary  oil  is  being  refused  to  industries  important  to  public 
health,  such  as  laundries,  etc.,  there  cannot  be  justified  any 
claim  for  fuel  oil  \mder  the  powers  of  the  Food  Distribution  Ad- 
ministration for  1-uxury  purposes. 
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It  .  should,  oe:  emphasized  that  doter-Tiinat ions  ..should  be  nade 
in  accordance  v/ith  the  facts, in  ea-ch  particular  -case  cecause  there 
may  "oe  circuriistances  just-if^ing  exemptions,  as  for  example,  in  case 
of  a  ca.ndy  plant  in  v/hich  more  than  50  per  cent  of  production  is 
devoted  to  arnr-  rations.'  .      '  \ 

In  case  of  douDt ,  liv,  Beardsworth  v;ill  coniLTijjiiicate  v/ith  the 
represor.tativ;f  o"^  the  Branch  affected  for  determination  of  our 
deci      n         in.  .oasr-  of  dispute,  the  issue  will  be  referred  to  the 
Dirervcr  i''-'.  C-Rveruiination. 
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